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SOCY382, Trimester 1 2015 


Short Answer (100 marks — 12.5 marks each) 


Attempt to answer any EIGHT (8) of the following TEN (10) questions in approximately 
200-500 words each. 


1G 


2. 


10. 


Is sex ‘natural’? Provide historical evidence for your answer. 


Were the Ancient Greeks excessive in their approach to pleasure? 


. How was the story of Adam and Eve’s fall from Paradise interpreted by the Early 


Christians and how do these ideas inform contemporary Western attitudes to sex and 
pleasure? 


What features of the Renaissance period encouraged new ways of thinking about sex, 
the body and pleasure? 


. What kinds of new sexual freedoms, and limitations on sexual pleasure, emerged in the 


Enlightenment age? 


How was the sexual double standard represented in the orthodox ideals of Victorian era 
sexuality? 


Did the scientific study of sex challenge or reinforce understandings of ‘normal’ 
sexuality? 


According to Sigmund Freud, how does the civilising process shape sexual desire and 
pleasure? 


. According to Michel Foucault, “The sodomite had been an aberration; the homosexual 


was now a species’ (1980: 42). How is the naming of homosexuality in the 19" century 
linked to the rise of modern gay identities? 


Describe the advantages and limitations of queer theory to contemporary sexual 
political movements. 
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